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Compiled by
Army Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
The Wire

Q: Soyou work inthe motor pool. What do
you do there?

A: | am alogistics specidis. | order parts
for the vehicles of JTF-160 that need to be
serviced.

Q: How long have you been here?
A: Three-and-a-half months.

Q: How doyou likeit so far?

A: It'sthebest ‘bid’ I've ever had. | think
anybody would like it here. | get to have fun
withthe guyswhilewe get alot of work done.

Q: What do you do for fun?
A: Wdll, | play sports. | am a supreme ath-
lete. | weigh 185 poundsand | am 6'-2” tall.

Q: Do you have anickname?
A: Yeah. When | was on the mean streets
of Providence, people used to cal me “Vic,
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Photo by Amy Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
Vizcaino, looking like the “good soldier” that he is.
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Spc. Wascar Vizcaino, 43rd MP Brigade

Nobody beats “The Viz”

the Gifted Kid,” because,
you know, I'm good in
sports. | beat alot of peo
ple— and | got alot of
haters, even here at
GTMO.

Q: Why do people hate
you — because of your
skills?

A: Mostly because of
the way | dress. They're
scared of me. They think
| amathug, abad boy. I'm
just misunderstood
because of my hip-hop
look.

Q: How do you deal
with that?

A: | ignore those peo-
ple. I'm very intellectua.
| went to Johnson and
Wales University back in
Providence, R.I.

Q: What was your
major?

A: Sports management. I'm all about
sports.

Q: Besides sports, anything else you like?

A: | like to watch gangster movies like
“Scarface,” “Goodfellas’ and “Carlito’s
Way.” Not to forget the funny ones like
“Happy Gilmore” and “Half-Baked.” | liketo
party hard — listening to Hip-Hop and Span
ish music. For dl you out there, | am a true
Dominican. That'swhy | got these moves.

Q: Oh. So you dress like a thug, but you
seem pleasant enough. Would you say you
have asplit persondity?

A: NO! I'm just a nice kid in the inside,
looking different. Look, | want to set the
record straight that | am innocent for every-
thing they're accusing me of. | didn’t doit.

Q: What are you talking about?

A: I’vebeeninacoupleof argumentssince
I’ve been here. I'm dways a suspect because
| have abad-boy look. I'm agood soldier. I'm
al about love.

Photo courtesy of Spc. Vizcaino
Spc. Wascar Vizcaino in civilian attire, brandishing a tiki torch and his much
talked about, yet misunderstood thug-like clothing.

Q: All right, let’ stake it easy. What anima
would you like to be?

A: A dog. But not just any dog. I'm talking
about the one in the Taco Bell commercid.
That dog is cool. He gets dl the honeys. “Yo
quiero Taco Bell.”

Q: You know they fired him, right? How
about your favorite actress?
A: | guessI'll say Angdlina Jolie.

Q: What'smissing at GTMO?
A: | wish we had more pool parties— and
of course more good-looking women.

Q: Of course. How do you see yoursdlf
fiveyearsfrom now?
A: Away from thisidand.

Q: Are you planning on doing something
wild before you leave GTMO?

A: I’'m working now on a big production
that's going to be at the Base Community
Center. It's going to be wild — something
you've never seen at GTMO.

Next week’s 15 minutes of fame could be you!
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9/11/02: A day to remember

GTMO honors the victims,
the heroes, and the war on
terror's opening shots

Story by
Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini
The Wire

This Sept. 11, it was time to remember.

JTF-160 and JTF-170 both chose 8:46 am.,
the time the first plane struck the first tower.
The GTMO Fire Dept. chose 10:05 am. and
10:28 am., thetimesthe towersfell and turned
arescue into adesthtrap. The chaplains chose
the beginning and the end of this anniversary
day, holding services of comfort and com
memoration at 7:30 am. inthe Camp America
chapd and 6:00 p.m. a the Naval Base
Chapel.

All chosethe symbols, signsand symptoms
that have become so much a part of America
since war and peace merged that terrible day:
flags and salutes, prayers and pictures, bowed
heads and hands on hearts. Tears. Tributes.
Moments of silence.

Words of remembrance — and renewal.

“The purpose of our memoria day service
isto remember the events of this day one year
ago — that ending and that beginning,” Col.
Donad Wooalfolk, deputy commander of JTF-
170, told the audience a JTF-170's military
ceremony outsde its headquarters Wednesday
morning. “We gather to eulogize those who
were killed and those who have suffered from

Photo by Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini

Spc. Victor G. McKenna, J6 with JTF-160, retums the flag outside the Pink Palace to full-mast at sunset
Wednesday. Flags were flown at half-mast in memory of the thousands who died in the attacks of Sept. 11.

that ending. We gather to renew our resolve to
emerge a that beginning.”

“We veheard theringing of thebellsat 8:46
to commemorate the beginning of thewar with
the firgt attack. We've listened to ‘Taps to
commemorate dl those who were killed that
day and those who have lost their lives in the
battle since. We've heard a chaplain speak
words of comfort and heding, requests for
grace and guidance, and prayers for the safety
of our servicemembers deployed around the
world. Each of these gesturesis a comfort.

“And yet, when | pause and consider the
enormity of it al, consder the death and
destruction on that one terrible day, with the
persona loss of comrades in the Pentagon, or
comprehend the loss of families and friendsin
New York, | fater.”

Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2002, GTMO faltered
too. Not in the JTF160 detention operation
that fights for Enduring Freedom by keeping
America s enemies off battlefields and its rep-

See 9/11/02, page 5

A look inside...
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9/11/02. At war for one year

By
Army Brig. Gen. Rick Baccus
Special to The Wire

One year ago, we bdieved that Idamic ter-
rorists declared war on the United States and
our way of life. Actually, thiswer did not start
last September, but has been going on for over
a decade. It can be traced back to the Locker-
bee airline bombing, and even hasrootsin the
Oklahoma City bombing. War has been
declared on the freedomsthat we have built the
United States on for over two hundred yesars.

Our lives have been permanently changed.
We no longer fed safe when we travel, when
we go to work, or conduct everyday life. And
we no longer believe that our lives will not be
touched by random violence.

But the terrorists are learning the hard les-
son that many of the world's powers have
learned before them. This country will not be
paralyzed with fear because we are united to
destroy this threat. The terrorists fall to redize
the great strength of this country liesin its peo-
ple and the diversity they represent. No matter
what terrorist group attacks us, they attack peo-
pleof their ownreligiousbeliefs, their own eth
nic culture, their own race and gender. By
doing so, they demongtrate that they are not

motivated by some high religiousided, but are
only lawless murderers.

What isimportant isthat in this past year we
as a nation have demonsirated we believe in
the common law of man. Y ou did not see this
country resort to ethnic or religious persecu-
tion. You did not see radica parties rise from
the ashes of the world trade center demanding
we ignore our condtitution. Instead, we took
the fight to our enemies, and committed our-
selvesto fight for freedom in Afghanistan.

For those of us serving herein Guantanamo
Bay, our war isabout proving to the world that
this country does abide by law in the treatment
of the detainees. While the public debates the
technicdities of how these people should be
classified, we will continue to follow the tradi-
tions of humane treatment. For over 365 years
we have been fighting wars as a people, and
have demonstrated by our actions, that we hold
oursalves to the highest standards. In other
countries, these detainees would not be heard
from again. Other countries have tortured our
servicemen and women. But we as soldiers
will preserve our American idesals.

Every day | am very proud of the profes-
sondism of al the soldiers, marines, sdlors,
airmen and coastguardsmen who perform their
missions flawlesdy in support of the Joint Task

Provost Marshal’s Office

COMMNAVBASEGTMOINST 171010G, GTMO
OUTDOOR RECREATION & WILDLIFE, coversreg
ulaions governing the use of outdoor recrediiond fadlities
andthecareof wildife. It should benoted thet exoept for fish
ing, recregtional hunting and trapgng isgtrictly prohib-
ited. Also prohibited is the feeding, breeding, or kegping of
iguanas hutia(ak.a banenarats), chickens, and snskes.

fishing is Perm’tted only for cartain of fish
(d%th lher%ll R Maina). C%d«ad pear gt;lyjprSarepro
hibited while out of the water, while within 50 yards of
Phillips Dive Fier, or while 50 fet of svimmers siorkders,
and other divers nat engaged in spear fishing.

The use of chemicds, dedtricd current, traps, or explo-
sves for teking fish is prohibited. Fishing from boets is
authorized. Shorefishingisauthorizedindl aressopentothe
public exoant Phillips Dive Fier. Fishemen should teke care
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not to discard fishing lines into waters Sooop nets may be
used to land fish caught on hooks or to catch amdl reef fish
for aquariums Bully netsare authorized to catch lobgters

The eating of mallusks (dams, oysters, snalils ec)
ma%_behazardwstoywr hedlth dueto sawagewater .

he Security Department and the Harbor Pard are the

desgnated GTMO Game Wardens and are athorized to
issuedtationsfor any violations of the Outdoor Recreationa
Fadliiesand Wildife

Weencourageyou to rdax and enjoy yoursdf whenyou
areoff duty, but plesse do it within the esteblished guiddines

Thank you.

— Maj. Gary J. Cipolletta, Deputy Provost
Marmal,eﬂTF-lG%l) P ey

JTF-160 Commanding Gen. Rick Baccus

Force. We are proving to the world that each
one of us believes in the importance of this
mission. | thank you for your sacrifices and
daily contributions. May God watch over us

every day.
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I.D. Card Office Closure

Thebase 1.D. card office will be closed start-
ing 7 am. September 18 through 5 p.m. Sep-
tember 20, 2002 due to computer upgrades and
training. 1.D. card services will resume at 8:30
am. on September 23, 2002.

All personnel with |.D. cards expiring
between these dates are requested to cometo the
Personnel Support Detachment (PSD) for 1.D.
card updates.

PNI (SW/AW) Crawford ext. 4494
or PNI Santiago ext. 4097.

The Wire Staff ?F”
NCOIC:

Sgt. Maj. Daniel M. Polinski
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Sgt. Michelle M. Pessoa
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Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini

Staff writers and design team:
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Spc. Joseph A. Morris
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Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin

Contact us:

5239/5241 (Local phone)

5246 (Local fax)

Joint Information Bureau / Pink Palace

e

Multicultural Day
Celebration

Sunday, October 27, 2002
1-5 p.m. at Phillips Park

Sponsored by Naval Station
and Naval Hospital

For more information,
contact:

Cathy Bautista 7-2450
Andrea Petrovanie 7-2033

BWsports|

114th MP Co.’s battle with itself

Story and photos by
Spc. Jose A. Martinez
The Wire

It was brother against brother, North
againgt South, Cain against Abel. The War
Eagles and the Chucks, both from the 114th
Military Police Company, battling it out for
flag-football supremacy on the gridiron of
Cooper Field on Monday night.

“We have love for one another but this is
war. We had to take care of business on the
footbdl fidld,” said Army Sgt. John L. Hopson
from the War Eagles.

And so they did, besting their brethren the
Chucks 19-12 in adefense-dominated game.

The War Eagles constant pressure on the
quarterback forced the Chucks into five inter-
ceptions in the game.

“If you put pressure on the quarterback he
will eventualy make a mistake. The pressure
we put on him caused the interceptions,” said
Spc. Cammie L. Branch from the War Eagles.

The War Eagles defense scored 12 of the
19 pointsinthewin. Though there were heavy
hearts on the field to see fellow 114th MPs go
down to defeet, it was agood win, one that not
only gave the the War Eagles bragging rights
within the company but kept them inthe Com-
mander’s Cup playoff hunt.

The War Eagles record improved to 4-4
and they are confident with four games
remaining. “We are playing well now and we
are going to continue for therest of the season.
It's al business from here on out. For the rest
of the season we are going to play hard, prac-
tice and execute. We should be ableto win the

N R e T S e

Army Sgt.Tony Smith takes one of his two intercep-
tions all the way to “the house” for a touchdown.

sl |

rest of our ballgames,” said Hopson.

The game was lopsided in the first half. It
was dl War Eagles 19-0. The War Eagles
dominated the haf with defense and specia
teams.

They were going after the Chucks' quarter-
back like jackals after their prey. “I just fdlt |
needed to get that quarterback. Every down
we played | would go a hundred percent at
him,” said Branch.

TheWar Eagles, using azone-blitz defense,
would send two and even three players after
him, gambling on the QB making a mistake
and not having enough time to find the open
player. It worked to perfection.

“It felt good making two interceptions and
teking them dl the way for touchdowns,”
Army Sgt. Tony Smith said at halftime. “1 am
coming with more pressure in the second half.
| am not going to let up tonight. | am going al
theway.”

The teams' offensive production was non-
existent in this game. Both teams were strug-
gling and making mistakes that would hurt
their opportunitiesto score.

The edge in this game was the specid
teams. The War Eagles had two punt returns
for over 30 yards and one returned all the way
for atouchdown.

The 60-yard touchdown punt return by
Hopson was a show of pure will to score. He
ran to the 40-yard line when he crossed the
field looking for daylight. Then he found it,
blowing by four defensive players to score
another War Eagles touchdown.

“The ball came down wobhly,” said Hop-
son. “| just sat down on the play and read the
coverage. | was patient, and when | saw ahole
| opened it up and took it to the big house.”

Thismadethe score 19-0. Thegamewasin
the bag at this point.

The War Eagles defense let up in the last
half and the Chucks were able to score two
touchdowns to make the final score 19-12.

“It feds read good to beat the expansion
team of the 114th MP Co.,” said Branch.

Looking forward, the Wer Eagles defense
can make or bresk the rest their Commander’s
Cup season.

“The guyslook up to mefor that defensive
spark onthefield,” said Branch. “I try to keep
them motivated all thetime. | keep them going
and keep their spirits up no matter what is hap-

ing.”

“It worked last week and this week,” he
said. “Now it's got to work from here on out.
We made some mistakes but al in al we are
doing agresat job onthefield.”

In the regular season their defense has been
carrying them, but in the playoffs the War
Eagles will definitely need more offensive
power intheir arsenal if they want towinitall.

“Our defense has been holding us up al

Army Sgt. John L. Hopson smokes by the defense
as he returns a punt for 60 yards in the War Eagles’
19-12 win over the Chucks.

season long. We need to throw the football
deep and go and get it. That is what we are
here for: to score points,” said Spc. Bradley T.
Wilkins.

In the last four games of the regular season
the War Eagles’ blitz-crazy defense should be
something to reckon with.

“We had the Chucks besat from the begin
ning of the game with our defense” said
Smith. “We force mistakes, and we take you
out of your game. The league should look out
for the War Eagles.”

Flag Football Standings

CRUNCHING CENTRAL
Naval Station 8-0
239th MP Co. 7-1
178th MP Co. 6-2

NCTAMS 5-3
Hood Ratz 4-3
MIUW 204 2-5
Cactus Curtain 1-6
Wildcats 0-8

MONSTROUS MIDWEST

MCSF Co. 8-2
Buckeyes 6-2
Hospital 5-3

War Eagles 4-4
Gun Runners 4-5

Security 3-6
Chucks 2-6
JTF-170 2-6

Angry Beavers 1-7
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Creation relaxation for troops

Story and photos by
Spc. Michelle M. Scsepko
The Wire

Nestled on the outskirts of
Sherman Avenue just past the
SEABEES garage thereisalit-
tle piece of relaxation heaven
waiting for the hard-working
troops (or anyone else) here on
Guantanamo Bay: the Ceram-
ics and Pottery Shop.

“We get lots of troops in
here, a lot of single people or
geographica bachdors for the
timebeing,” said Diane Grewe,
Ceramics and Pottery Shop
manager. “They seem a lot
more relaxed when they leave
the shop compared to when
they walk in.”

The Ceramics and Pottery
Shop opened two years ago as
a pottery club with only 25
members. Within six months,
according to Grewe, the shop
had over 200 regular visitors.

And it's not just for troops.
The Ceramics and Pottery
Shop is open to the GTMO
community at large, and has
recently kicked off a series of
classes with holiday themes
that whole families can enjoy.

“The community had a spe-
cid interest in these classes,
and that is why we decided to
have them,” said Grewe.

The first class, which has

7P

aready begun, is the Hal-
loween-themed “Ghost on a
Fence.” Itisatwo-session class
offered for adults on Sept. 7
and Sept. 21, from 8-10 am.,,
and Sept. 9and 16, 9-11 am. or

Sheryl M. Mays, ceramics student, puts the finishing touches on her project.

held is the “Halloween Mugs’
class. Thisclassis avalable to
teens 13-17 years of age, dart-
ing Monday, Sept. 23, 6-8p.m.
“Thereare 15 availabledots
inthe adult classes, and 10 dots
in the parent-

John Hackett, Ceramics and Pot-
tery Shop employee, smoothes out
the top of this light-house.

6-8 p.m. for ages 16 and up.

“These classes are stress
relievers for me. It is a fun
thing to do, and you get the
chance to meet great people,”
said Sheryl M. Mays, spouse of
acivilian contractor.

For the kids, children aged
7-9 will be able to attend the
“Happy Face Pumpkin” class
Friday Sept. 20, from 5:30 p.m.
until 7:30 p.m.

The Ceramics and Pottery
Shop even offers a parent-and-
child (aged 4-6) “Happy Face
Pumpkin” class that will be
held on Sept. 30, 8-10 am. or
6-8 p.m. And for children ages
10-12 there will be a“Light-up
Kitten or Puppy with Pump-
kin” class on Friday, Sept. 27
from 5:30-7:30 p.m., and a
class held on Saturday Sept. 28
from 8-11 am.

The next class that will be

Ceramic firemen: works in progress and one completed.

and-child
; h classes, which
W= adds up to 20
; | students,”
2 sad Grewe.
—| The ceramics
classes range
in pricesfrom
24 $5t0$20.

During
these classes
students do
more than just
paint ceramic themes. They
learn different painting tech-
niques.

“This month | am teaching
dry-brushing and stippling
techniques in the classes”
Grewe said. “And we will con-
tinue on with theme classes in
the following months. This
month’s theme is Halloween,
October will have classes with
a Thanksgiving theme, and in
November the classeswill have
a Christmastheme.”

In addition to the ceramics
classes, the shop dso offers
adult beginner pottery classes
made up of two sessions. There
are morning and evening
classes available.

The next class begins Sept.
18; cal the shop at 4795 for
more information.

So come on down. Make
something. You'll fed better.

All Fall Division Soccer rosters will be due
on Friday, Sept. 20th. The Soccer season
runs from Monday, Sept. 30th through Fri-
day, Nov. 8th. Contact Capt. Gormly at
x5249 or Maj. Buchanan for more infor-
mation about MWR events.

* Daily Free Daytime & Evening Lessons for
Sailing, Kayaking, and Motor Boating at Pelican
Pete’s Marina.

* Advanced Step Aerobics Classes, Denich
Gym, Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 5:15PM-
6:15PM.

* Tae-Kwon Do Classes, Marine Hill Aerobics
Room, Monday-Friday, 6:30PM-7:30PM.

* 1-On-1 Spinning Classes, Denich Gym. Mon-
day-Thursday, 6:15PM-7:15PM.

* Yoga Ultimate Stretch Class, Denich Gym,
5:15PM-6:15PM, Tues. & Thurs.

* Flag Football Leagues, M-F, 6 PM, Cooper
Field.

* 75¢ Bowling, Marblehead Lanes, M-F, 1:00PM-
4:00PM.

Today, Friday, Sept. 13th
6:00AM-6:00PM, Open Swim, Marine Hill Pool.
10:00AM-8:00PM, Open Swim, Windjammer Pool.
11:00AM-7:00PM, Open Swim, Deer Point Pool.

7:00PM, 9-Pin No-Tap Bowling Tournament, Part IX,
Marblehead Lanes.

Saturday, Sept. 14th,

07:00AM-2:00 PM, Dawn Fishing Trip, Pelican Pete's
Marina.

08:00AM JTF-160 Commander's Cup Series Swim
Tournament, Windjammer Pool.

10:00AM-8:00PM, Open Swim, Windjammer Pool.

10:00AM-6:00PM, Open Swim, Marine Hill and Deer
Point Pools.

Sunday, Sept. 15th
10:00AM-8:00PM, Open Swim, Windjammer Pool.

10:00AM-6:00PM, Open Swim, Marine Hill and Deer
Point Pools.

12:30PM JTF-160 Commander’s Cup Series Horse -
shoe Tournament, Denich Gym.

Monday, Sept. 16th
6:00AM-6:00PM, Open Swim, Marine Hill Pool.
10:00AM-8:00PM, Open Swim, Windjammer Pool.
11:00AM-7:00PM, Open Swim, Deer Point Pool.

Tuesday, Sept. 17th
6:00AM-6:00PM, Open Swim, Marine Hill Pool.
10:00AM-8:00PM, Open Swim, Windjammer Pool.
11:00AM-7:00PM, Open Swim, Deer Point Pool.

Wednesday, Sept. 18th
6:00AM-6:00PM, Open Swim, Marine Hill Pool.
10:00AM-8:00PM, Open Swim, Windjammer Pool.
11:00AM-7:00PM, Open Swim, Deer Point Pool.
1:00PM-1:00PM, Climbing Classes, Rappel Tower

Thursday, Sept. 19th
6:00AM-6:00PM, Open Swim, Marine Hill Pool.

10:00AM-8:00PM, Open Swim, Windjammer Pool.

11:00AM-7:00PM, Open Swim, Deer Point Pool.
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GTMO’s firefighters

Compiled by Spc. Joseph A. Morris
The Wire
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Responsible for Guantanamo Bay's public safety, including firefight-
ing and medical emergencies here on base, the highly trained firefight-
ersof the GTMO Fire Department performther dutieswith pride. From
helping people who get pulled out to sea or trapped on a dangerous cliff
to dealing with hazardous materials and burning brush, to saving peo-
ple's property from the crud kiss of flame, these hard workers have the
training and the will to get the job done.

. . . ’ Steve Waltermon, assistant fire chief of the GTMO Fire
Raymond Walsh, a firefighter with the GTMO Fire Department, skillfully drives a fire truck out of the garage to  Dept., mans the megaphone to make contact with his

perform a routine functions check on all of the equipment on the vehicle. fellow firefighters inside the firehouse.

3l

Sheldon Spence, firefighter

Neville McDonald, firefighter

Everard Fraser, firefighter

‘| started out as a firefighter in the Air
Force in 1986 and worked my way up.  ognized for doing a good job, and that

“This job is very rewarding. You getrec- “ have a great job, and great people to  “I've been working the job ten years,
work with. There is always something  and the time has been going by real
new to be leamed. It's nice to always fast. It's a good community service. You
be giving back to the community.” meet a lot of good people out there.”

This profession is a way of life. You
have to really love what you're doing.”

feels great. Motivation is always high,
and that keeps me going.”
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Time to Reflect NMGOYIE
by Army Staff Sgt. Edward Heckathorn :% m} @ @B;DD @
Therewas atimein my life,
When everything seemed right. DOWNTOWN LYCEUM CAMP BULKELEY
But time would soon come to pass Friday, September 13 Friday, September 13
And then | would see the light. 8p.m.  StuartLittle 2, PG - 70 min 8p.m.  MeninBlack Il, PG 13 - 91 min
10 p.m. Triple X, PG13 - 114 min 10p.m.  Bat21, PG13-105min
For all the wrong would be punished Saturday. S ber 14 Saturday. ber 14
And the I’Ight W0u|d pre/a]l atur ay? eptem er . aturday, September .
Then we would all hear cheers 8p.m.  Like Mike, PG - 100 min 8p.m. Bad Company, PG13 - 117 min
One Of awe h Haill 10 p.m. Reign of Fire, PG13 -108 min 10p.m.  Murder by the Numbers, R - 120 min
last a welcome home "Hail!"
Sa|ute Sunday, September 15 Sunday, September 15
) For the many sacrifices we have all made 8p.m.  The Widowmaker, PG 13 - 138 min 8,10 p.m. Windtalkers, R - 133 min
MbAutSOI'dftr Eafys afinal 9{1tl By putting our lives on hold.

e Just betore sunset to i Monday, September 16 Monday, September 16
the American flag flying near To endure erE vast expenences 8p.m Mr. Deeds, PG13 - 89 min 8p.m Mr. Deeds, PG13 - 91 min
the Pink Palace on Wednes- To a repetition of getting old. A : * m. . :
day. Flags at Guantanamo

. Tuesday, September 17 Tuesday, September 17
\?Vagd\:.]v:;ejaﬂ%nh%tnr;arﬁo?’]ﬂ?zt Soreflect on all that you han seen . 8p.m.  MeninBlack Il, PG 13 - 91 min 8p.m. The Scorpion King, PG13 - 90 min
thousands who died in the And remember who has suffered while you give
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. For we do it not for ourselves Wednesday, September 18 Wednesday, September 18
; gghen sunset carge at But for those who no longer live. 8p.m.  The Widowmaker, PG13 - 138 min 8pm.  Jason X, R - 93 min
:06 p.m., in accordance
with protocol, f ith . . -
/ hmpro OCO,tl'agtSS Wi th Rememberlng those who died and the families and Thursday, September 19 . Thursday, September .19
nig m_e Spo 'g_ On_ e_m . 8p.m.  Crocodile Hunter, PG - 89 min 8, 10 p.m. Scream, R - 111 min
were raised again to signify friends who suffered a great loss on Sept. 11, 2001.
the passing of the tribute
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LETTERS
T OWF RONT

Compiled by
Army Sgt. Michelle M. Pessoa
The Wire

Since 1999, Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) and Genera Mills Sales
Inc., have sponsored the “ L ettersto the Front” letter-writing contest for the pur-
pose of letting concerned Americans show their support for troops stationed
overseas. The contest is an offshoot of the long-running play “Letters From
the Front,” which tours military bases each year.

Army Mg. F. Lee Reynolds, the JTF-160 mediasupport center chief, was
working as the production stage manager for the show last year.

“I"m very proud to have been apart of the process,” saysReynolds. “ The
show itsdlf isvery patriotic and in the aftermath of 9/11 it really boosted the
morae of servicemembers and their families across the nation. We per-
formed at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., home of the B2 bombers, the
evening before they took off on their first bombing missions over Afghanistan. I’ ve read
many of the letters and have been inspired by the thoughtfulness of these children, and | g7 e i o v = =
the pride and appreciation they have for what we as members of the military
aredoing.”

Depicted on this page are samples of the many
heartfelt letters sent to servicememberslast
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utation as a humane power intact. Not JTF-
170initsinterviewsthat cripple the globa ter-
ror network and keep making Americaand its
dliesin civilization ever safer than they were
this day last year. Not the Navy or the Coast
Guard or the Marinesin their mission: ringing
GTMO with ships and boats rifles on towers
that make thisidand afortress of freedom.
None of that faltered this Sept. 11 — to fa-
ter in those duties would be to dishonor this
war and those dead — but we did. We did, in
our minds and our hearts and our souls, in the
parts of us that had time to
stop and think and look back.
No guard on the day shift
at Camp Déltaleft hispost to
attend the 7:30 am. service
at the Camp Americachapd,
or the 8:30 am. flag-raising
at Camp Delta's outer ring;
no critical detainee interview
was canceled so that a mem-
ber of JTF-170 could pay his
respects at the ringing of the
bells. Those who had jobsto
do did them, and paid their
respects when they could.
But many who were off-duty
— or whose duties as leaders
include moments like these
— were there to participate
as this corner of this military
paid its official respects, not
only to the victims of last
year but to their champions
inthisone.
“You're here)” Lt. Coal.
Izzy Rommes, commander
of the 160th MP Battalion,
told the Camp America sol-
diers attending Wednesday
morning’'s service. “You
don’t just talk the talk, you
walk thewak, and you serve
this country well.”
The service quickly
became an emotiond one.
After an opening prayer and
the singing of the nationa
anthem, JTF-160 Chaplain
(Lt. Col.) Raymond A.
Tetreault read from the Get-
tysburg Address. Then
“Amazing Grace” wafted
from aloudspesker asadide
show showed image after
image of death, tears, fear
and destruction from the
Sept. 11 attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Penta-
gon. The closing image was
an etching of asoldier taking
the American flag from a
fireman. The caption: “I'll
take it from here”
Then Army Capt. Sandra
M. Orlandella, operations
officer of the Joint Informa-
tion Bureau, stood in the uni-

form of her civilian occupation: that of an
NYPD police officer. She was flanked by
Army Capt. Scott A. McGahaof the 160th MP
Battalion, a U.S. Marsha who served a
Ground Zero.

“We are proud to represent the men and
women who gave their dl and made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on that horrible morning,”
Orlanddla said, pointing out that while nearly
3,000 died in the WTC attacks, more than
25,000 were evacuated by the police, firefight-
ers and medica personnel who risked every-
thing to do their jobs. Jan Joneswith the Public
Works Department followed with a rendition

of “God Bless America,” and
then Coal. John J. Perrone, J.,
commander of the Joint
Operations
Group, intro-
duced JTF-
1 6 O
Command-
ing Gen.
Rick Baccus.
“The ter-
rorists are
learning the
hard lesson
that many of
the world's
powers have
learned
before them.
This country
will not be
paralyzed
with  fear,”
Baccus said,
inremarks he
would repeat
a JDOG's
Camp Delta
ceremony
later. “Every
day | am
proud of the
professional-
ism of dl the
soldiers,
Marines,
sdlors, air-
men and
Coast
Guardsmen
who perform
their mission
flawlesdy in
support of the
Joint  Task
Force. I
thank you for
your  sacri-
fices and
daily contri-
butions. May
God watch
over us every
day.”
Army
Chaplain
(Maj.)

Michael S. Merrill then led the audience in a
non-denominationa prayer. After “Teps’ was
played, the service ended, and Merrill invited
those present to add to the “reflections board”
near the exit.

“It was very touching,” said Spc. Autumn
Blewett, an escort guard with the 346th MP
Co. “It definitely hit homefor me. A year ago,
my husband and | were at Advanced Individ
ua Training on “rite of passage’ day, com-
pleting our training and getting pinned asMPs.
It certainly was an eye-opener asto what was
coming ahead.”

What came was a detention operation
whose leadership felt compelled to pause and
honor this day in a military way, with ritua
and rite, with ceremony and solemnity.

JTF-170's military
members held an 8:30 am.
formation, and held a pos-
ing of colors by a ceremo-
nia color guard. At 8:46,
the moment when Ameri-
can Airlines Flight 11
struck thefirst World Trade
Center tower and launched
a terrible day and a grim
war, a bel was rung five
times — a tradition dating
back to olden times when
citizenry were derted to
emergencies by the sound.
After Col. Woolfolk's
remarks, aconferenceroom
was dedicated, a plague
unveiled, and troops were
dismissed.

At Camp Delta, some
400 off-duty troopswerein
atendance — representing
every one of the MP com-
panies that walk the deten
tion area — as Perrone led
a ceremonia raising of
Stars and Stripes above
Camp Ddta' s outer fence.

“It was a very moving
ceremony,” Perrone said. “I
thought there was a lot of
pride and patriotism dis-
played.”

Command Sgt. Mg).
Anthony B. Clayton of the
160th MP Battalion stood
as Commander of Troops,
leading the formation and
helping with white gloves
to raise the red, white and
blue.

The flag was then
dropped to the symbalic
half-mast and the nationa
anthem was played. “Taps’
brought the ceremony to
8:46 am., and all bowed
their heads in a moment of
slence.

And then al in atten
dance paid tribute as they
will until next Sept. 11 —
by going back to work.
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Hand-to-hand combat training

Story by

Spc. Chris S. Pisano
Photos by

Spc. Joseph A. Morris
The Wire

“It's a short wak, but a long highway,”
yells a well-padded Army Mg. Javier A.
Reina, of the 43rd MP Brigade and Officer in
Charge of non-letha training, as a soldier
attempts to pummel him with well-learned
hand-to-hand combat skills. Welcome to the
ongoing non-letha training being conducted
by the Military Police out at Camp America.
This time, it was hand-to-hand combet train-
ing, being held a Marine Hill, which dlows

Army Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth J. Vinacco, 43rd MP
Brigade, explains that the very first step in hand-to-
hand combat is a proper defensive fighting stance.

the MPsto be able to use barehanded skills as
afirg-line defensein ariot situation.

“This type of hand-to-hand combat is
caled ‘empty hand’ techniques, where you
must defend yoursalf if you have no time to
reach for a wespon or no weapon is avail-
able” said Army Staff Sgt. Thomas J.
McCarthy, 43rd MP Brigade, who works in
Anti-Terrorism Force Protection for JTF-160
and teaches the non-lethal training.

“This type of training is based on riot con-
trol, and it is
taken from both
military and
civilian  law
enforcement
schools of
training,” said
McCarthy. %S
“We're training |
here to use |
common [
strikes, which
arenot meant to
maim anyone
but to alow us
to gain control. |3
Especialy in alf
riot situation,
when people
are uncontrol -

lable, non-com  Using complete concentration, Army Pfc. Jerald D. Murphy, 452nd MP Det., demon-

MP to hopefully end any violent situation
early on. Helping them to achieve that god is
anewer concept to MP training, which is the
use of pressure points as a means to gain corr
trol of asubject.

“Pressure-point training, which has been
around for a while, is finaly being injected
into our MP training,” said Vinacco. “The
pressure points we're utilizing are the ones
most accessible so when a person is not being
compliant, we can dtrike them easily and

pliant and don't  strates the art of the arm block while Army Staff Sgt Thomas J. McCarthy, 43rd MP
listen to verba Brigade, looks on and helps to critique his style.

commands,
empty hand techniques become invauable.
They dlow usto stop aviolent situation from
escaating.”

The training was led by a master of com-
bat, Army Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth J. Vinacco,
43rd MP Brigade and the Noncommissioned
Officer In Charge of the training, who passed
along his extreme expertise on how empty
hand techniquesfit into the escal ation of force.

“With the escalation of force, first there is
theverbal warning, then the show of forceand
then after that, empty hand techniques come
into play,” said Vinacco. “It is usng the least
amount of force on
an individud. We
train to strike aress of
the body that are less
vulnerable to perma-
nent damage.

“But in a pinch §
you got to do what
you got to do,” he
said. “And if the sit
ation arises, the use |
of greater force can [=i
be justified because &
the MP has used the
escalation of force.”

Safety is para-

mount, and pProper Afer soaking up knowledge about hand-to-hand combat in the classroom, the

inflict only temporary damage.”

“Y ou get them to endure a small amount of
pain, and then you're able to better control
them,” said McCarthy.

“Pressure points are another trick in the bag
for these guys to use,” said Vinacco. “If they
need to restrain someone, it's an option. If we
don't need to hurt them, we won't hurt them.”

“We don't want to kill anyone. Thisisnon-
lethal after dl,” said McCarthy. “Even if they
don’t care for our safety, we sill have to
remain professiond and keep their safety in
mind.”

training can alow an  troops step outside where the instructors let them experience what it's all abou.
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0/11/02: media’s main event

Compiled by
Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini
The Wire

They came on the anniversary
of 9/11 to watch us remember, to
talk to the troops and talk about
the detainees, to write human-
interest features for newspapers
and put GTMO video on the
evening news. They came from
Canada and Itdy, Miami and
Washington, Los Angeles and
New York. They came in num-
bers rarely seen here a GTMO,
with 17 writers, photographers
and broadcasters taking Wednes-

day’ sfull tour: the Camp America
chapel, the Fire Dept.,, Camp
Ddtaand the Naval Base Chapdl.

There was the usua frustration
about the things they weren't
alowed to see, the usua grum-
bling about the questions that
couldn’t be answered.

But also the usua sucessesthat
come when GTMO meets the
press. Servicemembers doing
interviews and telling their stories
to media who want to make
GTMO a dory, and tell America
and the world what we do and
why we' re doing it.

That’ swhy they’re here.

Photo by Army Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
Media support center chief Army Maj. F. Lee Reynolds and RAI TV (ltaly) journal-
ist Antonella Delprino have a discussion of JTF-160's policies on press coverage.

ica chapel.

Photo by Army Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
New York Times reporter Katharine Q. Seelye takes notes
alongside Army Maj. Robert Wait of the 2/142 Infantry Co.
during Wednesday morning’s service at the Camp Amer-

Photo by Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini
AP reporter Paisley L. Dodds aims her tape recorder at JTF-160
Commanding Gen. Rick Baccus at the GTMO Fire Dept.
Wednesday after the moming formations held by firefighters.

Photo by Army Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
Associated Press leads the way: Cameraman Thomas Szypulski and Lynne Sladky set up
for shots at the back entrance of the Camp America chapel after Wednesday morming’s serv-
ice. The media also attended \Wednesday evening’s services at the Naval Base chapel.
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Looking back a ear at ‘Ground Zero’

Story and photos by Army
Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
The Wire

Since the tragic events of Sept.
11, 2001, Presdent George W.
Bush, federd and locd eected
officids, together with thousands
of people from dl over the United
States and the world have set foot
at the World Trade Center Site to
remember those who logt ther
lives.

They have made speeches,
mourned the dead and expressed
their gratitude for the firefighters
and the policemen who rushed
into the collapsing towers to
respond to their call of duty, which
isto protect and save lives.

Driven by the same feding,
more and more people have vis-
ited “Ground Zero” to bring some
closure after witnessing on televi-
sion the events of that gloomy day
now forever carved in the memory
of our netion.

My home is Brooklyn, NY.
My civilian workplace is seven
miles from downtown Manhattan.
Like many others, | sadly watched
the whole event asit unfolded live
on televison. Afterwards, | could
not get off my mind the pile of
debris mixed with human flesh
and bones. | avoided downtown
Manhattan, which reminded me of
the nigthmare.

But two weeks ago, while | was
back in New York on leave from
my duties here on Guantanamo
Bay in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom, | felt com-
pelled to finaly visit the much
talked-about “ Ground Zero.”

We've taked about the events
of Sept. 11 so much that we've
bardy redized 12 months have
dready gone by. | wanted to see
what that year had brought.

So one afternoon, in the middle
of aManhattan rush hour, | armed

Adjacent to Ground Zero is St. Paul's
Episcopal Chapel, which has become
a memorial for the victims.

myself with a fj
camera and
headed to whereit
al started. :

After  being |
away from New
York for so long, |
when| gotintothe [
subway dtation |
fdt | was riding [
for the first time. |
was like Alice in
Wonderland. My
eyes gazed a  dl
theshining posters |
in the subway car
as | reminisced of
wha I've missed §
in the past
months. But sud- §
denly, it 4l
changed  when

peoplestormed al  The site of New York's World Trade Center is now known as “Ground Zero.”

over me in the
overcrowded car. | was squeezed
like a sandwich.

On my right side was an old
man playing the harmonica and
singing old tunes from some Walt

poles. It looked as if the Twin
Towerswere never there.

Tourists and local residents
stood by the fence to get a good
look at the dte.

Tourists and local residents peeking through the fence surrounding the site
where thousands of people died Sept. 11, 2001.

Disney cartoon. It didn’t bother
me, but the other riders mostly
coming from work seemed to
have had enough. We dl felt
relieved when thetrain reached the
World Trade Center, itslast stop.

Like a tourist, | mingled
through the crowd, being pushed
and pulled by the flow of human
traffic. | proceeded toward Church
., and from there | strolled down
toward the fence surrounding the
crash gite, which is awaiting new
congtruction now thet al its debris
has been cleared away

Only the congtruction workers
and the security staff were alowed
to enter thesite, whichisalarge pit
illuminated by high-intensity light

Ground Zero was not as
crowded as it used to be, but peo-
ple from al over the world could
be heard asthey spokein their dif-
ferent languages and behaved like
out-of-towners.

Many of them were excited,
but the mood was generaly
somber as they waked by and
paused to remember the victims.

| then went by the public view-
ing area, where aticket used to be
needed to watch for only a few
minutes. Now itisopento dll.

| fired up my camera and
snapped afew shots.

A police presence was visble,
but the officers did not interfere
withthecrowd. After dl, the New

York Police and Fire Department
have formed a new bond with
New Yorkers

But as | toured Ground Zero,
glimpses of the fdlen arplanes
crashing the towers went through
my mind. | could imagine the
innocents on those planes scream-
ing out loud and fighting for the
livesin a struggle whose fate was
already decided.

| could remember seeing peo
plerunning and racing through the
huge smoke that was coming from
the crumbling towers.

| could aso picturethe 200,000
tons of twisted stedl wreckage and
600,000 square feet of shattered
glass coming from 110 stories and
crashing down on our some 3,000
heroes and victims, who have left
pain and grief for their loved ones
— hushands, wives and children
and co-workers.

The collapse of the Twin Tow-
ershasleft abig hole shaped likea
newly dug gravein the heart of the
Big Apple. In somewaysit is dif-
ficulttolook at. But having been at
ground zero made me redlize the
purpose of my misson here at
GTMO. It made me confront the
redity of 9/11. We will never for-
get our heroes and logt souls.

i America
Foar ‘our Prayers and Suppert Fer |
All Thosw Lo nd Their Farsilies
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Near the site, a sign from 9/11's
heroes says thanks.
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helps troops pack extra punch

In this Non-| Iethal Weapons Training hand -to-hand oombat course, the punch- dummles ﬁght back. Troops use
the techniques they have learned over the course of the day to fight their way through different obstacles.

“I"vetrained over 5,000 peoplein this stuff.
I know it works,” said Vinacco.

“During the next few weeks, we hope to
train about 500 MPs,” hesaid. “We Il be hold-
ing eleven of these eight hour blocks, which
include classroom ingtructions, a written te<t,
street smulations and extensive training out-
doors.”

And while every MP has had similar train-
ing, the empty hand technique courseis meant
to help the MPs look inward and hone their
hand-to-hand combat <kills.

“All of the M Ps out here have been through
MP school and have aready covered most of

5 oug

this,” said Vinacco. “We're only teaching the
basics here, and I'm not looking for anyoneto
be Bruce Lee. But thistraining acts as a great
refresher. It alows them to twesk and refine
all of their skillsin amore dynamic way.”

“We're not out here to break you. We're
here to make you,” Reina told the students.
“You can punch ar dl day, but when you actu-
aly punch that bag, there is a difference. You
have to be careful and do it knowing the
proper techniques, or you will injure yourself.
So it’ simportant that everyone here take these
skills and continue to practice them.”

Practice does make perfect, and as Vinacco
has stressed to his
students, if they don't
keep up on their
skills, they will disap-
pear like a tooth
being punched from
a head.

“These types of
skills are perishable,”
he said. “If you don’'t
practice them, you
will lose them. And
then when you need
them, it won't be
reflexive and second
nature, and that could
be the difference
between  surviving
and dying.”
™ Overdl, the MPS

ongoing training has
proven to be a suc-
cess, and according

Using his lightning fast reactions, Army Sgt. 1st. Class Kenneth J. \/nacoo 43rd
MP Brigade, dodges a fierce blow thrown by fellow Non-lethal weapons instructor hard.

Army Staff Sgt. Thomas J. McCarthy, 43rd MP Brigade, to show the class how

skill comes with much practice.

to the students, it hits

“Today | an more
deadly and more

dead than yesterday,” said Army Pvt. Sherart
E. Derek, 571t MP Company. “It was tough,
but we learned alot. Thetraining will comein
handy working gates and even on the road.
Practice leads to perfection, and that’ swhy we
train dl thetime.”

“This course was much like going through
MPschool al over again,” said Spc. Mischelle
A. Bradley, 346 MP Company. “We refreshed
some good stuff out there, it gave me confi-
dence, a redffirmation of my abilities. The
trainers were excellent. The knowledge they
combined and the carefor persona safety they
displayed was grest.”

“This training is great,” said Reina “The
instructors each have their own way of teach
ing, and combined they’ ve got some excellent
training. These courses are demanding on the
instructors, but they are representative of all of
the MP units out in Camp America. And the
soldiers love it. There has been an over-
whelming response in the amount of people
that want to cometo it.

“They want this training, so we' re going to
give it to them,” he said. “We re not making
them experts, we're only teaching the basics,
but you can see the increased confidence in
them, thanks to this training.”

“We're not the ones that will start afight,”
said McCarthy, “but we have to be able to fin-
ishit. Thistraining helps us to do that.”

Army Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey Kingston, 43rd MP
Brigade, gives a well-padded Army Maj. Javier A.
Reina, 43rd MP Brigade, support from the rear while
he accepts an elbow to the head from a highly moti-
vated soldier at the final obstacle on the hand-to-
hand combat course.
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A color guard performs on the grounds of the JTF-170 headquarters Wednesday.

In memory of 9/11

Compiled by
Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini
The Wire

They were ways to remember. Military ways like
color guards and flag-raisings and playings of “Taps.”
Civilian ways like mournful dide shows, sad songs,
boards of reflection and moments of slence. Spiritua
ways, of course: prayers and benedictions and blessngs,
and al the ways servicemembers and firefighters and

Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Michael E. Best

1st Sgt. Richard Rodriguez, Jr. of the 2/142 Infantry Co. salutes the newly raised flag

at Camp Delta during Wednesday's ceremony.

guards and people, too, stopped awhile to remember the
bloody, fiery, ashen day that changed the world.

Officers spoke and sergeants sauted. Chaplains
blessed and talked of God. Privates and armen and
ensgns and lance corporas al remembered where they
were, where they are now, and who they knew that
would never be anywhere again. Some 3,000 logt, and
less than thet found. A nation awakened to war. A mili-
tary committed to mourning. Serving. Winning.

Photo by Army Pfc. Jean-Carl Bertin
JTF-160 Command Sgt. Maj. R.W. Funaro
signs the “reflection board” at the Camp
America chapel after Wednesday's service.

Photo by Spc. Frank N. Pellegrini
Guantanamo Bay Fire Chief Francis A. Kruppa leads his firefighters in the second of two honorary formation at 10:15 am. and 10:28 am.,
the moments the two World Trade Center towers collapsed, killing 343 fellow firefighters inside.

Photo by Air Force Master Sgt. Michael E. Best
Members of JTF-160 raise a ceremonial flag at Camp Delta Wednesday.



